
Chapter 6 
 
On the need to prosecute those that would THREATEN our 
democratic norms 
 
In theory, the American system of governance has safeguards 
built in that protect citizens from the illegal or unethical acts 
of their politicians. These safeguards have evolved over the 
years to meet new challenges as they arose. Unfortunately, we 
need to strengthen these safe guards again. 
 
The Trump administration, by all factual accounts, was one of 
the most corrupt in modern American history. The only 
reason Trump himself was not impeached twice was that his 
true believers in the Senate blocked all legal attempts to do so. 
In addition to what Trump and his family members did to 
enrich themselves, nine top Trump advisors and multiple 
cabinet secretaries came under investigation, many were 
convicted and imprisoned before Trump pardoned them. 
 
In addition to those that actually went to prison, there were 
numerous others like Bill Barr, the head of the Justice 
Department under Trump, who acted illegally by lying to 
congress and the American people. He has yet to be charged 
with a crime.  
 
There are also numerous Republicans that continue to repeat 
Trumps BIG Lie that he won the 2020 election and that the 
Covid Pandemic is a hoax. Conservative media outlets also 
continue to lie to their audiences in ways that go far beyond 
the boundaries of truthful reporting, all to improve their 
ratings. 
 



Numerous times Democrats in Congress tried to subpoena 
members of the Trump administration to testify under oath, 
but were blocked by the Trump White House. Some of the 
aggrievance actions these officials were complicit in cost 
people their lives.  
 
Also, the power of Federal agency inspector general to 
investigate and put politicians and their staffs under oath 
needs to evolve from time honored norms to rules and laws 
that can be enforced.  
 
IF American democracy is going to thrive, the people who 
break the law and lie to the American people need to be 
prosecuted so that it never happens again if another rogue 
administration declares itself above the law. 


