
Chapter 14 
 
On reforming law ENFORCEMENT  
 
The polarization of American culture has resulted in a great 
deal of civil unrest. Mass shootings of civilians and violent 
protest demonstrations have become common place. One result 
of this is our civil law enforcement have become more and 
more militarized. 
 
Initially the rise of well-armed drug gangs in the 1980’s 
prompted police departments across the country to increase 
their level of weaponization to match the fire power of these 
bands of law breakers. This “upgrade” included full body, 
armor, automatic weapons, and urban assault vehicles. It was 
sometimes hard to tell the difference between active military 
troops and civil police forces. 
 
It has gotten to the point that routine traffic stops are made 
by civil police in full riot gear. This has been one factor in the 
rise of police shootings of people of color. Civil police units 
were originally intended to “serve and protect” their 
communities not act as enforcers of martial law.  
 
A related issue of our “policing” problem in the United States 
is we currently have the highest number of incarcerated 
individuals worldwide, with more than 2.12 million people in 
prison. The U.S. is followed by China, Brazil, the Russian 
Federation, and India. 
 
The rise of heavily armed white supremist militias in certain 
states is also of concern. IF heavily armed black individuals 
had paraded themselves in state capitals like the white 
militias have been allowed to do, they would have been 



arrested or worse. If the insurrectionists that stormed the US 
Capitol building on January 6th had been people of color 
rather than primarily white, they would have been shot 
before they entered the building. This disparity between white 
and black justice is on display for all to see. 
 
One of the excesses of the Trump administration was to form 
heavily armed units in a variety of agencies like immigration, 
prisons, the DEA and Homeland Security. This resulted in 
mysterious secret “police” units showing up at Black Lives 
Matter protests pulling protestors into unmarked mini-vans. 
Trump also had to be curtailed from ordering the military to 
shoot protestors. This would have been a violation of every 
democratic norm we hold dear. 
 
IF America does not reform its civil police forces so they 
return to serving and protecting their communities, and leave 
riot suppression to national guard units, citizens trust of their 
civil police will continue to dangerously erode. 


