
Chapter 18 
 
On creating OCEAN re-generation zones 
 
96% of planet Earth is ocean. It is after all a “water” planet. 
Over the millennia our oceans have seemed to be never 
ending. The notion that we humans could actually damage the 
bounty of our ocean systems was laughable.  
 
However, like many things in the natural world of the 21st 
century we are currently doing irreparable damage to our 
oceans and the life that lives there. Corporate trawler fleets 
from many nations continue to vacuum up sea life in large 
swatches of our fishing grounds. This practice is 
unsustainable. 
 
Throughout history the oceans have provided life giving food 
for those who lived on or near the shore. It does not seem 
possible that we have already consumed 90% of the big fish, 
and what we are currently fighting over in fishing grounds all 
over the world is the remaining 10%. 
 
Our carbon admissions are also raising the temperature of the 
ocean water. This changes everything about how our ocean 
ecosystems function. The rising of the temperature and the 
acidity as well, is already having an impact on our weather.  
 
Almost comical (if it weren’t so tragic) is that we have 
dumped our garbage into the oceans for so long that lately we 
have created mile wide floating piles of discarded plastic that 
ensnare ocean life and become their own distorted eco-system. 
 
Ocean protection, like climate change, is tough for us to grasp. 
The vastness of the oceans are mostly out of our sight. Nations 



have put “coastal” waters under their protection, but these 
zones don’t include fishing grounds that are outside this 
protection. When you look at an area that has been scrapped 
by mile wide corporate trawler fishing nets, it looks like a 
bleak lunar landscape. Once deadened like this, it cannot 
regenerate for generations. 
 
One ray of hope that is being explored is the establishment of 
protected ocean re-generation zones. Scientists have identified 
12 zones around the world where sea life is being birthed. By 
protecting these re-generation zones while allowing private 
fisherman to take their catch from the outside boundaries of 
the zones, the core ocean stock is protected and able to keep re-
producing.  
 
IF we don’t begin changing our behavior towards our oceans, 
the present deteriorating conditions will have an impact on 
the overall livability of the planet for all humans. 


