
Chapter 13 
 
On creating a THIRD POLITICAL PARTY  
 
Initially, our founders did not anticipate political parties. If 
fact, George Washington warned political parties could result 
in a polarization of the electorate. 
 
However, America quickly split into two political factions 
with conservative and liberal views. Historically, 
conservatives tended to want to reduce the power of the 
central Federal government, giving it instead to the states. 
Liberals tended to argue for more national Federal 
government that would ensure democratic norms were evenly 
enforced across all states. 
 
Ultimately, this difference of opinion resulted in the 
American civil war, when the southern states demanded that 
they be allowed to have slaves and the northern states insisted 
that the institution of slavery was un-American. Ultimately 
the union was persevered and slavery was abolished, but later 
in the 1960’s the Federal government had to step in again to 
ensure voting rights for people of color. Given the Trumplikins 
current attempt to suppress voters of color and the support 
they are receiving from a very conservative Supreme Court 
we need to enforce voter rights at the federal level. 
 
The two political parties changed names and politics over the 
years, but the main stream of American politics has always 
been dominated by just two political parties. While there have 
always been other parties, they have been relegated to 
insignificance by the domination of the two party machinery 
and legal standing in the 50 states. This has resulted in third 



parties being on the national ballot, but not gaining 
prominence. 
 
One historical result of the American two party system is that 
power tended to vacillate between the moderates of both 
parties, while both parties having more extreme factions. 
Currently, we are faced with a different situation. The rise of 
social media has boosted what were extremist positions into 
the mainstream debate. The result is a growing polarization 
that has partially paralyzed us from addressing the 
considerable challenges we face. One party is so terrified they 
will lose power, they are attempting to deny people of color a 
chance to easily vote. And the other does not really listen to 
the 45% of citizens that did not vote for them. 
 
IF America continues to be polarized, those of us moderates on 
both sides of the aisle and independents may want to consider 
forming a third political force that represents a majority of 
Americans that are interested in pursuing common sense 
solutions.     


