
Chapter 16 
 
On GUN regulation 
 
America has always had a unique relationship with guns 
compared with other countries in the developed world. 
Currently the US has 393 million guns registered. That is 
about 46 percent of the world’s total weapon registrations.  
 
In the days of our initial revolution, the small American 
standing army was assisted by state militias. That is why the 
second amendment of the constitution protects civilians rights 
to form state militias in defense of our country.  
 
Unfortunately, those that support unlimited gun ownership, 
including military assault weapons, have distorted this 
original constitutional intent to apply to all individuals right 
to defend themselves with military arms. Our founders never 
intended this. 
 
While the majority of gun owners act responsibly, there is a 
growing fringe element that wants to organize heavily armed 
private militias that are independent of our law enforcement 
system. Organizations like the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) also exploit the fears of these citizens to the extreme, 
suggesting the “government” wants to take all their guns 
away. All with the aim to raise more money to enrich 
themselves. Nothing could be further from the truth, but it is a 
great fund raising pitch. 
 
America is in the middle of an epidemic of violence. Not a 
week goes by that a mass shooting of innocence civilians, 
including school children, does not take place. We also have 
armed white militias threatening lawfully elected officials 



with kidnaping or death if they attempt address our growing 
gun violence problem.  
 
No one of sound mind is suggesting that ALL guns be 
confiscated by the government. What is being suggested is that 
we do more extensive background checks, limit the types of 
assault weapons that can be owned by civilians and close the 
legal loop holes that allow gun dealers to circumvent gun 
ownership laws. We also need to expose organizations like the 
NRA that are using the gun issue as a fund raising tool so 
that reasonable approaches to curbing our current epidemic of 
violence can become law. 
 
IF we don’t develop a sane approach to gun ownership, the 
violence will continue to escalate resulting in citizens not 
trusting each other. Law enforcement will have to use 
increasingly draconian measures to ensure the safety of 
citizens at schools, malls and public places. In a sense, 
America would become an armed camp. 


