
Chapter 12 
 
On Addressing Climate Change 
 
The carbon we emit into our atmosphere from industrial and 
corporate agriculture wastes has become the primary 
challenge of the 21st century. Never before in the history of 
humans have we been capable of damaging our environment 
to the point it can no longer support us. That time 
unfortunately has arrived. 
 
The impacts of excess carbon in our atmosphere are changing 
weather patterns and damaging our food production, water 
supplies and the habitability of low lying areas on our coasts. 
Extreme heat in areas around the globe are already making 
certain areas unlivable.  
 
The transition from an oil based civilization to sustainable 
methods of generating power and fueling transportation has 
already begun, but the question remains is whether we will 
make the needed changes fast enough to stave off the worse 
impacts of the changing weather and sea rise.  
 
Our permanent glaciers are already melting at an 
unpresented rate. The rising of sea levels and more 
importantly the shifting of currents that bring warm waters 
to northern nations is at hand. For example, if the Atlantic 
current shifts southward as a result of an imbalance between 
fresh water from the melting ice and sea water salt, Europe 
could experience a new ice age.  
 
This challenge is facing us at the very time that developing 
nations in the 3rd world are desiring to have the benefits that 
industrialized developed nations have enjoyed for years. We 



in the developed world are the largest creators of excess 
carbon yet we are asking nations that are just entering 21st 
century industrialization to curtail their activities.  
 
The lowering of carbon emissions will require a fair approach 
that includes all developed and developing nations. Perhaps 
developed nations can help developing nations skip over the 
heavily polluting industrial stage that caused the carbon issue 
in the first place and go straight to sustainable green 
solutions. 
 
We have reached the point that climate change is no longer 
just a threat to some parts of our way of life, but a challenge 
that could impact us living on the planet at all.   
 
By most experts calculations, it is already too late to stave off 
the initial impacts of climate change. We are already seeing 
more violent storms and mega fires in drought stricken areas.  
 
Humans overrunning the carrying capacity of their land and 
water is not new. There have been catastrophic collapses of 
advanced civilizations before because their natural 
environment could no longer support them. However, this 
time this challenge is not just in one isolated area of the world,  
but the entire globe. The 8 billion humans currently alive on 
the planet are and will be impacted. 
 
We humans need to radically reduce our carbon emissions 
while preparing for rising heat and sea levels. Currently, 35% 
of the planets population live on one of our oceans coasts. Our 
financial markets are also mostly located in ports adjacent to 
ocean waters. Smart corporations and government agencies 
are already re-locating their data to higher elevations or 
moving it inland. 



Even the rich nations that are better protected against the 
initial changes that climate change is causing could be 
overrun by migrating populations trying to find a new place 
to live. This could cause a destabilization of governments and 
the end of democracies that are not designed to react quickly 
to overwhelming crisis. Martial law could be evoked if 
societies descend into chaos resulting in a dark period of rule 
by the powerful. 
 
IF we  chose to NOT to address the multiple challenges that 
climate change presents in time, the on-going stability of the 
lives of the global human population will be impacted and 
democracies will fail. 
 


