
Chapter 19 
 
On public and private SPACE exploration and colonization  
 
For the longest time, travel to the moon, the asteroids and 
other planets had been the stuff of science fiction. No more. 
Both nations and private corporations are creating space 
vehicles that will take humans into orbit and then to the 
Moon, Mars and beyond.  
 
The private corporate space travel capability is being 
developed by companies funded by tech billionaires. Elon 
Musk’s founding of SpaceX, and the creation of Blue Origin by 
Jeff Bezos are two examples. In some ways these private 
ventures are surpassing the efforts of government space 
programs. They employ the latest tech innovations to get 
humans and cargo to the International Space Station and 
currently are planning on landing on the moon next.  
 
The trajectory of this evolution has developed slowly but 
steadily. Lately, it has accelerated as Bezos and Musk are also 
launching networks of small communication satellites to 
power an Internet system from space. These networks will 
have a big impact in the third world where land based 
systems are not available. 
 
One current issue of our growing space exploration is the lack 
of coordination between governments and private 
corporations. For example, there is already a great deal of 
“space junk” that has accumulated over the years in orbit. 
These massive launches of new satellites is only going to make 
it worse. Minuscule pieces of this space junk can take out a 
space station or a shuttle. 
 



What happens when China or SpaceX land on the moon? Will 
they claim it for their people or their corporation. The history 
of corporations colonizing new territories on Earth is not 
pleasant one.   
 
IF we don’t develop a coordinated approach to space 
exploration we could export our competitive and warring 
nature out into the galaxy. We have a chance to take a step 
together as Earthers as we venture out into space. Together 
we could create and distribute the benefits of space 
exploration to all humankind. Otherwise, we may end up with 
corporations controlling our space colonies like we see in 
many of our dystopian films and video 


