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Introduction  
 
Is democracy in America threatened? One could certainly 
make the case that our culture is more divided, distracted and 
prone to violence toward our fellow Americans than it has 
been in one hundred and sixty years.   
 
One could safely suggest we Americans have lost our "common 
sense." That we have forgotten we have a responsibility to 
each other to ensure the wellbeing of our nation in addition to 
our rights as individuals. To honestly debate with each other 
what WE, the people, want America to stand for moving 
forward. 
 
To be sure, there are many moving pieces in how we could 
respond to our current challenges in the spirit of democracy. 
The brilliance of our founding documents is that they are 
amendable to meet new situations that our founders could not 
imagine when America was a fledgling confederation of 13 
colonies. Perhaps it is a sign of hope for us in this moment. 
In all the possibilities we can consider to update or strengthen 
our democratic norms, it is important to ask ourselves what 
challenge are we trying to solve before we get into the detail 
of how we might accomplish it.  
 
Democracy’s gift is that it ensures that we the people 
determine our fate unfettered by an authoritarian ruler or a 
small minority of powerful individuals. Its challenge is that it 
is a messy process to align competing agendas for the common 
good of the nation. The process of democracy is at best 
uncertain and sometimes requires more effort to decide what 
to do when compared to an authoritarian state which can 
make such decisions impulsively, imperially.  
 



Capitalism is also part of our founding doctrines. The idea 
that any person, regardless of their birth circumstances, 
gender or race can determine their own success unrestrained 
by those in power was and is revolutionary.  
 
Capitalism at its best provides an open marketplace for 
innovation for individuals to better themselves. It is also 
challenged at the moment because a small group of wealthy 
individuals and corporations are attempting to control the 
marketplace exclusively for their own gain. Our planet is 
currently being damaged by this pure pursuit of profits.  
 
Our current debates concerning potential threats to our 
democracy are complex. Be wary of anyone that attempts to 
steer the debate into an overload of confusing detail before 
identifying what current challenge needs to be solved.  
 
If, as it was in the beginning, the American system is still 
intended to express the will of the people, the debate about the 
nature of that inquiry in the 21st century needs to be simply 
framed before turning to ways to accomplish it. In other 
words, we need to decide what are we trying to solve? Do we 
still want a nation that is governed by democratic norms for 
all its citizens or an oligarchy that is controlled by the rich 
and powerful.? 
 
Any attempt to obscure our democratic intentions in an 
overload of details can be seen for what it is. An attempt to 
paralyze citizens from taking any action at all. This must be 
guarded against. IF there is a course correction necessary, 
those currently in power will attempt to defend the old order 
against new innovations intended to ensure the American 
democratic experiment thrives in the 21st Century. Often 
times when someone complicates the debate it is because it is 



in their best interest to keep Americans confused, divided and 
overwhelmed. 
 
To be sure, it is more difficult to discern the will of the people 
when our political system is so awash in partisan dark money. 
However, national polling on issues like election reform, fair 
taxation and equal opportunity suggest that a healthy 
majority of Americans want to ensure our democratic norms 
better serve all of us regardless of race, gender or creed. They 
desire common sense solutions to the challenges we face that 
ensure country over party. Yet our national leadership seems 
to currently operate in an isolated bubble of their own 
making, beholden to re-election politics and driven by the 
desires of the wealthy and the powerful to continue dictating 
policies that best serve their interests.  
 
Currently one political party seems so desperate to stay in 
power that it is attempting to literally suppress the rights of 
all Americans to vote. The party on the other side of the aisle 
seems so determined to counter this distortion of democracy 
that it forgets to really listen to the American public that 
didn’t vote for them. 
 
We have for the longest time assumed our experiment in 
democracy would always continue despite the on-going 
challenges. In the past, American democracy has always 
found a way to move forward when threatened. So why would 
this time be any different? 
 
History has not been kind to democracies. They eventually 
end up collapsing into something else in time frames like we 
are currently experiencing. Citizens come to believe the 
defense of their democratic rights is too difficult or 
unnecessary. In those moments some speak of settling for a 



level of false comfort regardless of what they had to give up to 
whatever deep state is attempting to exercise control. 
 
The cause of democracy in America is also the concern of all 
human beings on the planet. IF the light of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness dims in our shining city on the hill, other 
less democratic forces in the world will move to fill the gap 
globally, colonizing all that exist outside the palaces of the 
oligarchies rich and powerful or the favored rulers of 
totalitarian states. 
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