
Chapter 4 
On how partisan dark money distorts the WILL of the people 
 
The constitution does not mention political parties, although 
there was much concern among our founders that political 
parties could polarize the electorate. The constitution also does 
not mention how elections are to be funded.  
 
In the beginning, national elections were decided by a very 
small group of landed gentry, all men. Over time, the national 
election process grew in complexity to the point that massive 
campaign financing became necessary to a politicians re-
election. That gave those contributing to political campaigns 
an unfair advantage over those that didn’t. Donations that 
came from the wealthy and the powerful arrived with strings 
attached. The larger the donations the more influence these 
donors had on our policies going forward. 
 
The second factor that skewed our national politics in favor of 
big money is the Federal courts declaration identifying 
corporations as “people” with all the rights afforded 
individual Americans. Corporations were initially intended to 
provide protection for individuals taking financial risks. If a 
corporation went bankrupt, the individual owners wealth 
could be protected from the claims of creditors. This was 
intended to make taking financial risks more attractive. 
 
Making corporations “persons” meant they could act as deep 
pocketed individuals “purchasing” influence. An additional 
ruling handed down by a pro-business Supreme Court 
identified these contributions as “free speech” opening the way 
for unlimited dark money to be anonymously donated to 
political PACS. These court rulings have undermined the 



intentions of the founders, giving the rich and powerful much 
more say in how our politicians vote.  
 
IF we allow these “distortions” of our election system to pollute 
the original intent of our founders of “one person, one vote” 
the flood of dark money in politics could continue to influence 
the results of national officials in favor of the rich and 
powerful. In a sense, the system is rigged for monied interests, 
the true deep state. 


